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Saturday, July 12, 2008—2:00 p.m.
Tyler Public Library—Taylor Auditorium

Program : “The Reality of Researching
Your Indian Ancestors”

Speaker: Carolyn Earle Billingsley

Rather than teaching how to trace the Five Civilized Tribes through normal
avenues, Carolyn Billingsley’s lecture gets real. Most Native Americans didn’t
sign up on the Indian Rolls, and thus, genealogists must use other methods
to “prove” Indian ancestry. Education in how to go about it is the key.

Carolyn will explain that only a very small percentage of Native Americans
enrolled or were counted on “official” Indian rolls and that all the standard
methods of researching Indians will never be the answer for the majority of
folks with Native American Ancestry. Her lecture will present the reality of
the task, but while bursting a few bubbles along the way, it will also help
guide the genealogist and to move toward more fruitful avenues of research.

She will describe the official records, and explain why you may not have
found your ancestor there. Carolyn will provide instructions about using
the Genealogical Proof Standard and the different perspectives to arrive at
the most satisfactory resolutions. Using the traditional records, our speaker
will guide you in assembling the threads of your possible Indian an-
cestry.

Carolyn Billingsley of Saline County, Arkansas, is a research consultant and
lecturer with thirty years experience in both genealogical and historical
research, editing, writing, teaching and lecturing. She earned a B.A. in
history, with minors in Arkansas Studies and German, from the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock; and an M.A. and Ph.D. in Southern History, with
fields in Colonial America and Anthropological Kinship Studies, from Rice
University in Houston, Texas. She attended Samford Institute of Genealogy
and is a member of many professional organizations.

To allow more time for questions and answers from the audience, the
Computer Interest Group will not meet in July.

Refreshments will be served following the meeting. ETGS meetings are free
and open to the public. For more information about ETGS, go to our website:
www.etgs.org, or contact June Everheart, Publicity Director, 1stvp@etgs.org

10 Tips...Prepare Ahead
For Your Research Trip!

If you are planning to visit a research
facility on your summer genealogy trips,
it pays to be prepared. Whether you will
visit the State Historical Society, Family
History Library, the National Archives or
the local courthouse, there’s a few things
you need to know in advance. Kimberly
Powell, of About.com offers these tips:

1. What are the regular research hours?

Is the facility open late on certain nights for
research, or do some areas keep separate
hours? Does the microfilm room or local
history room have the same hours as the
main library?

2. Are there any holidays or special
closures? Closings may include things you
need to know—staff vacations, repairs, lunch.

3. In what form are the facility records
available? Are available records in original or
on microfilm form? Are all files or records
open-stack and open for browsing—or close
stack? Are printed indexes available?

4. What unique records or collections
are available? Ask if they have records not
available anywhere else? Location room?

5. Are there any record restrictions that
will affect research? Limited access to
newer records? Housed off-site? Schedules?

6. Are there restrictions on copying?
Cost? Machine availability? Exact change?

7. What can and can't you bring to the
facility? Pens? Cameras/scanners? Laptops?

8. What are the best times to visit?

9. Ask questions! Is there nearby parking?
Lunchroom? Public Transportation?

10. Is there a particular archivist, librarian

or staff member who specializes in your

area of interest?  Visit: http://genealogy.
about.com/od/libraries/a/questions.htm?
ni=1 to read more in-depth ideas about
your summer genealogy research trip.
Prepare ahead. You'll be glad you did!




Get Acquainted Luncheon
Every 4th Thursday
We usually meet, starting about 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
to visit and exchange information (come and go).
Soups, sandwiches, special lunches, great desserts.
Join us on July 24, 2008 at the Heartland Ham Co.,
Old English Village,
3400 South Broadway, Tyler, Texas

Welcome New Members!

Pat Galloway, Chairman—membership@etgs.org

Martha Light, Lindale, TX
Bill & Jean Wallace, Longview, TX

July Hospitality Committee

Sherry Kidd, Chairman
John Coon, June Everheart & Jessie Files

Bulletin Board
July 2008
1 7:00pm Gregg County Genealogical Society
7:00pm Smith County Historical Society
4 Independence Day
7 7:00pm Cherokee County Genealogical Society
3:00pm DGS - Internet for Genealogist Group
10 6:30pm DGS Writers Interest Group
12 10:00pm Harrison County Genealogical Society
2:00pm East Texas Genealogical Society
1:.00pm DGS Computer Interest Group
2:00pm DGS Master Genealogists User Group
17 7:00pm Hopkins County Genealogical Society
7:00pm Capt. James P Douglas SCV Meeting
19 1:00pm Rains Co. Genealogical Society
24 11:30am Get Acquainted Luncheon @
HeartlandHam
6:00pm Athens Genealogical Organization
26 2:00pm Van Zandt Co. Genealogical Society
28 7:00pm Dallas Genealogical Society

Seminars and Conferences

July 24-25-26, 2008 DGS 2008 Summer Institute Seminar
Lloyd Bockstruck and Philip Colleta, Instructors. Contact: Dallas
Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 12446, Dallas, TX 75225-0446—or
Voice Mail at 1-866-YOU2DGS (866-968-2347).

DGS Website: http:// www.dallasgenealogy.org

Sep 13, 2008-ETGS All Day Fall Seminar—Desmond Walls Allen
Topics: “Vaulting Over Brick Walls™-“Confederate Military Research”
“DNA and Your Cousins.” Registration now open. Contact: Scott
Fitzgerald -903 539-5572 or email; scottfitzgerald@tyler.net for info.

Oct. 24 & 25, 2008 —TSGS 48th Conference, Abilene, TX
Hosted by the West Texas Genealogical Society

Genealogy Calendar

Would you like to know what day of the week your ancestor
was born, married or passed away? The Genealogy Today
website provides a great genealogy calendar where you can
easily find this information. All you have to do is look
through the table of dates, then click on the calendar
number beside the year you wish to check. A yearly
calendar will appear where you can check the day of the
week. Go to this website:

www.generations.on.ca/genealogy/genealogy-calendar.htm

WWIlI War Ration Books

Information on a new record source (from old records) was
discovered while searching the Genealogy Today website.
If you don't already know about it, you may wish to check it
out since genealogists are always looking for new clues.
WWII Ration books were first issued during the spring of
1942 to each family member by the OPA—Office of Price
Administration. By the end of the war, it is reported that
over a hundred million of each of the various ration books
were printed—containing stamps for consumer goods such
as gas, tires, sugar, coffee, shoes, household appliances,
nylon hose and other goods in short supply during the War.
The books cited name, address, age and occupation, and
also included height and weight of a person. To learn more
about this article in Special Collections, visit:
www.genealogtoday.com/guide/war-ration-books.html
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FGS National Conference
Septemeber 3-6, 2008

FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL SOCIETIES
CONFERENCE
www.fgs.org
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The deadline for early Registration has been extended to July 1.

* Management workshops for organizational leadership training.

* Lectures by nationally known speakers and regional experts.

* Exhibitors providing access to Genealogical materials and
supplies.



Web Pages & E-mail Addresses
with Recent Additions to
County Archives

Anderson County:

TXGenWeb Project: www.etgs.org/txanderson/

Manager: Scott Fitzgerald - scottfitzgerald@tyler.net

Photo and inscription of Francenia Florence Dowling tombstone
Submitted by Mary Watts.

TXGenWeb Archives Project:usgwarchives.net/tx/anderson/
andertoc.htm

Manager: Scott Fitzgerald - scottfitzgerald@tyler.net

Recent additions: Obits and news items from Palestine Herald Press
from October 2007; “The Tracings” & “East Texas Family Records,”
On-line and Searchable at Portal to Texas History; Reworked 1850
Federal Census Images for Anderson County Page.

Gregg County:

TXGenWeb Project: http://txgenes.com/TxGreqa/

Manager: Elaine Martin & Sharon Pierce— tdsfw@aol.com
TXGenWeb Archives Project: usgwarchives.net/txgregag/gregtoc.htm
Manager: Lisa Thomas— lthomas63@yahoo.com

No recent additions:

Henderson County:

TXGenWeb Project: www.txgenweb?2.org/txhenderson/index.htm
Manager: Bunny Freeman - Fourls1223@aol.com and New
New assistant, Laura Gregory Calvin.

TXGenWeb Archives Project: usgwarchives.net/tx/henderson/
hendertoc.htm
Manager: Bunny Freeman - Fourls1223@aol.com
Recent Additions in June: The Trinity Advocate Thomas Fulton
Estate Notice, Feb. 3, 1858, Trinidad Methodist Church 1938
Dirrectory, links located at bottom of Trinidad United Methodist
Church History. See long list of May additions on website.

Panola County:

TXGenWeb Project: www.txgenweb4.org/txpanola/
Manager: Mary Lee Knight—panolahistory@yahoo.com
TXGenWeb Archives Project:usgwarchives.net/tx/panola/
panoltoc.htm
Manager: Lisa Thomas—Ithomas63@yahoo.com
No recent additions.

Rusk County:

TXGenWeb Project: www.txrusk.com/

Manager: Gina Heffernan - dala@mindspring.com

No Recent Additions.

TXGenWeb Archives Project:usgwarchives.net/tx/rusk/rusktoc.htm

Manager: Gina Heffernan - dala@mindspring.com
No recent additions.

Smith County:

TXGenWeb Project: www.etgs.org/txsmith/

Manager: Larry Oliver - oliverl@ suddenlink.net

TXGenWeb. Archives Project:usgwarchives.net.tx/smith/smittoc.htm
Manager: Larry Oliver - oliveri@suddenlink.net

Recent additions:Additional new photos for Cathedral in the
Pines Cemetery, Memorial Park Cemetery, and Whitehouse
Memorial, all courtesy of Mr. Olin Hartley.

~ In Memoriam ~

Clara Westfall
Jewel lvy Price
W. A. Monk, Jr.
Monnie Bess Jones
Generous memorials have been made to ETGS
in memory of Monnie Bess Jones, who lived in
Tyler for many years.
We extend our sympathy to families and friends.

Take Note...

Larry Oliver sent a new notice concerning the URLs for the
former “usgwarchives.org” - which has now been changed
to “usgwarchives.net. This change in server is for better
response time and will also allow for a new and better
search engine. Changes are currently reflected in this
newsletter on pages 3 and 4. Please change your records.

Funeral Records

A death certificate may mention the name and location of
a funeral director. A funeral record may include funeral
expenses, and, often, obscure biographical information
about the deceased not available anywhere else. Modern
funeral records are full of genealogical data about the
deceased and sometimes include copies of newspaper
obituaries, death certificates, printed eulogies, funeral
programs, and other details about the person. A reference
to a burial permit, cremation, or cemetery may be included
as well. Find a current funeral home in North America at
www.funeralnet.com. This site provides the listings from
"The Yellow Book,” a directory of funeral homes. If the
funeral home listed on the death certificate is no longer
listed in the current directory, it should be possible to
locate the current funeral home holding the records of the
earlier one. Funeral directors are also experts on the
location of cemeteries in their area.~ by William Dollarhide
www.genealogyandfamilyhistory.com or

Try also: http://genealogy.about.com/od/death_records/a/
funeral_home.htm and an article by Kimberly Powell..

Cherokee Family Research Center

In reporting on highlights from the NGS Conference in the
States, Carolyn L. Barkley mentioned a brochure that
caught her attention on the “freebies” table. The center,
located in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, is operated by the
Cherokee National Historical Society, Inc. “to preserve and
promote Cherokee history and culture and to educate the
public about that history and culture.” The center, open for
individual on-site research (paid admission) also provides
a research staff to help you for a fee. Go to: http://
CherokeeHeritage.org/ or, you may use email to contact
the center at: genealogy@cherokeeheritage.org
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Officers

President - Sam Kidd, Jr. - 903-839-8483 - president@etgs.org

First Vice President - June Everheart - 903-877-4501 - 1stvp@etgs.org

Second Vice President - Pat Reece Galloway - 903-534-3659 - 2ndvp@etgs.org
Recording Secretary - Sherry Kidd - 903-839-8483 - samkiddjr@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary - Dixie Flick - 903-593-6205 - corsec@etgs.org

Treasurer - Caryn Giesler - 903-894-8188

Editor, The Bulletin - Janice Cox Brown - 903-533-9282 - bulletin@etgs.org

Editor, East Texas Family Records - Scott Fitzgerald - 903-539-5572 - quarterly@etgs.org
Director Marketing and Sales - Mary Beth Ramage - 903-597-9902 - marketing@etgs.org
Computer Interest Director - Frances Bishop Grochowski - 903-849-6608 - computer@etgs.org
Parliamentarian—Michael J. Vaughn

Directors

2008—Barbara J. Martin - 903-586-7575
2008—Dr. James Sellers - 903-566-8916
2009—Jessie Files - 903-340-5915
2009—Michael J. Vaughn - 903-894-4232
2010—Janet Finley Cottle - 903-849-5779
2010—Sue Green - 903 - 595-5150



