
 

 

 

10th Annual Family History Fair 
 

 
 

 

East Texas Genealogical Society 
and 

the Tyler Stake Family History Center 
 

Saturday, March 13, 2010 
9:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.—Registration Begins: 8:30 a.m.  

 
9:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. Morning Session  

 

Speaker: David Rencher, 
Chief Genealogical Officer, FamilySearch 

Vice-President of the Genealogical Society of Utah (GSU) 
Fellow of UGA & the Irish Genealogical Research Society, London 

 
 Session 1— “What FamilySearch Can Do for You!”  
 FamilySearch has many facets—come learn what FamilySearch 
 Is doing to make your genealogical research faster, easier, and 
 more effective. Also learn how you can participate so everyone 
 benefits. 
 

 Session 2— “Effective Use of the Family History Ca talog ” 
 The Family History Library Catalog (FHLC) has many hidden 
 secrets. Learn how the material is organized to get the most  
 from the catalog. Determine which search engines are most 
 effective for the specific information you are seeking. 
 

11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Lunch & Viewing Displays  
 

~ Free Lunch Provided ~ 
 

1:00 p.m.—3:30 p.m. Breakout Sessions & Displays  
 

Newspaper Researching* Dating and Preserving Old Photos* Irish 
Research* Organizing Your Research* Deciphering Old Handwriting* 

Family History Center Tour* Display Your Family Tree* Artifacts of 
By-Gone Era* Cemetery Research* Virtual World Researching 

 
Location:  

 
 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1617 Shiloh Road, Tyler, Texas 75703  

(903) 509-8322 
 
 

For More Info, contact: Ken Stegall, (903) 262-0276 , k.stegall@att.net 
June Everheart, (903) 877-4501, 1stvp@etgs.org, www .etgs.org,  

or email: TylerFamHist@aol.com  

Janice Cox Brown, Editor 
Vol. 34 No.3 

James Sellers, President 
March 2010 
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of the East Texas Genealogical Society 

representing the counties of Anderson, Gregg, Henderson, Panola, Rusk, and Smith 

 

President’s Greetings ~ 
 
If you missed the February meeting you 
missed a wonderful presentation on 
writing. After the snow, even the weather 
was great. We had about 50 members 
and guests show up to hear Robyn 
Conley give us hints on writing our life 
stories. I hope you all managed to vote in 
your preferred primary on March 2, and 
are satisfied with the outcome of the 
primary elections. 
 
March is chock full of significant dates that 
we need to be aware of. In addition to 
daylight saving time, St. Patrick’s day, 
start of Spring, and Palm Sunday and our 
Family History Fair. Instead of our regular 
meeting our March meeting is the Family 
History Fair produced cooperatively with 
The Church of Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
We have a fantastic group of speakers 
lined up and as is pointed out in the Tyler 
Paper even lunch is free. 
 
Tables will be set up to display your 
artifacts relating to your family history. 
Space for displays may be somewhat 
limited but bring your good stuff anyway 
and we will find a place for it. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on March 13 
at the Church at 1617 Shiloh Road, Tyler 
for our Family History Fair. Registration 
starts at 8:30 AM and the program begins 
promptly at 9:00 AM. 
 
Remember, if you have complaints or 
suggestions about our society, please let 
me know. You can contact me at: 

 
 jimsellers36@hotmail.com or 

president@etgs.org. 
 

Happy Texas Independence Day! 
 

   Jim 



 

 

 

Get Acquainted Luncheon 
Every 4th Thursday 

 

Starting at 11:30 a.m.– March 25, 2010 
at Heartland Ham Co.—Old English Village 

3400 S. Broadway, Tyler, Texas 
What’s to eat? Soup, sandwiches, desserts. 

Come and go—depending on everyone’s schedule. 
 

~.~ 
 

 Welcome, New Members! 
Pat Galloway, Chairman—membership@etgs.org 

 

Tiffany Wright 
 

~.~ 
 

March Hospitality Committee 
Jeanne Sellers, Chairman—jssellers@hotmail.com 

 

ETGS members are furnishing snacks for the Family 
History Fair: Donuts, cookies, drinks, cups, napkins and 
ice. The church is furnishing lunch. See you there! 
 

 ~.~ 

Bulletin Board 
 

March 2010  
   2    Texas Independence Day 
         7:00 pm  Gregg County Genealogical Society 
         7:00 pm  Smith County Historical Society 
   8    7:00 pm  Cherokee Co. Genealogical Society 
 13    8:30 am  Registration begins for 10th 
        Annual Family History Fair —See Page One    
       10:00 am  Harrison Co. Genealogical Society 
 17    7:00 pm  Wood County Genealogical Society 
 18    7:00 pm  Hopkins Co. Genealogical Society 
         7:00 pm  Capt. James P. Douglas, SCV  
 20    1:00 pm  Rains County Genealogical Society 
 22    7:00 pm  Dallas Genealogical Society 
 25  11:30 am Get Acquainted Luncheon @ 
                     Heartland Ham Company 
         6:00 pm  Athens Genealogical Organization 
 27    2:00 pm  Van Zandt County Gen. Society 
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Coming Events! 
 

April 28-May 1, 2010 
2010 NGS Family History Conference 

Salt Palace Convention Center 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

 
August 18-21, 2010 

2010 Federation of Genealogical Societies 
“Focus on Societies” 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

 
November 4-6, 2010 

Texas State Genealogical Society  
50th Annual Conference 

Waco, Texas 

 

 

Anderson County Cemetery 
Preservation Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New officers, L-R: Marjorie Lynne Sherman; Sue Price 
(Chairman); Beverly Odom; Jude Yourgenson and Judith 
Summerfield. This group recently met to build on all the 
work many folks have done in the past. They plan to find 
cemeteries, clean, map locations with signs, make them 
safe to visit, record, and preserve them for future 
generations. They will also apply for Historic Texas 
Cemetery designations. Contact Beverly Odom if you 
would like to join this group. bevodom@gmail.com 
  

~.~ 
 

Eureka! 
 
Congratulations to Sam & Sherry Kidd, who are proud to 
announce they have found some new ancestors. Sherry 
has recently proved two Revolutionary War patriots, 
Edward and William Houston from North Carolina . Sam 
has proved four Revolutionary War patriots, John Major 
Sr., Augustus Leftwich, Thomas Leftwich and Olympia 
Dupuy Trabue , all from Virginia . Sam says Sherry gets 
all the credit for a lot of hard work, plus help from Mike & 
June Everheart. Contact the Kidds for more information 
about SAR or DAR organizations. (Never give up! Perseverance 
pays off! Ed.)  
 

~.~ 
 

~ In Memo riam ~ 
 

Leila Ruth Campbell Reese 
 

Leila Ruth Campbell Reese passed away February 13, 
2010, in Longview, Gregg Co., Texas. She was born to 
Thomas Duncan Campbell, Jr. and Leila Brank Barnett 
Campbell, in the White Oak Community near Longview, 
September 18, 1912. A celebration of her life was held at 
First Christian Church in Tyler. Graveside services 
followed at Gum Springs Cemetery, east of Longview. She 
was preceded in death by her husband, Louis Herman 
Reese; she is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, 
Ellen and Jay Gordon, and two grandchildren. She was a 
charter member of the East Texas Genealogical Society, a 
member of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, and 
an avid family historian for many, many years. 
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Web Pages & E-mail Addresses 

with Recent Additions to 
County Archives 

   
 

     Anderson County: 
     TXGenWeb Project: www.etgs.org/txanderson/ 
      Manager: Scott Fitzgerald - scottfitzgerald@tyler.net 
      TXGenWeb Archives Project:usgwarchives.net/tx/anderson/ 
      andertoc.htm 
      Manager: Scott Fitzgerald - scottfitzgerald@tyler.net 
      Recent Additions:  Commencement, Palestine High School, 1918; 
      News items from the Palestine Herald News from Dec. 2008; 
      Pages created for New Schools:  Watts and Reagan Jr. High. 
         
    Gregg County: 
      TXGenWeb Project: http://txgenes.com/TxGregg/ 
      Managers: Elaine Martin & Etta Withers–McStumped @suddenlink. net 
      TXGenWeb Archives Project: usgwarchives.net/txgregg/gregtoc.htm 
      Manager: Lisa Thomas— lthomas63@yahoo.com    
      No new additions.  Etta and Elaine invite you to let them know  
      what you would like to see on this site—your likes and dislikes— 
      and what you would like to see added in the future.   
                     
    Henderson County:  
      TXGenWeb Project: http://www.txgenweb7.org/txhenderson 
      Manager: Bunny Freeman - Fourls1223@aol.com and New 
      Assistant, Laura Gregory Calvin.  
      TXGenWeb Archives Project: usgwarchives.net/tx/henderson/ 
      hendertoc.htm 
      Manager: Scott Fitzgerald – scottfitzgerald@tyler.net 
      No New additions.  Read Bunny Freeman’s list of 24 Henderson 
      County Texas Bible Records listed by families and surname.  Find  
      out about the location for her notebook of Bible Records. 
 

    Panola County:  
      TXGenWeb Project: www.txgenweb4.org/txpanola/  
      Manager: Mary Lee Knight—panolahistory@yahoo.com 
      TXGenWeb Archives Project:usgwarchives.net/tx/panola/ 
      panoltoc.htm 
      Manager: Lisa Thomas—lthomas63@yahoo.com  
      No new additions.  Discover the Family Bible Records section on 
      this website.  If you have family Bible records to share, please 
      contact Marylee W. Knight at her website above. 
 

    Rusk County:  
      TXGenWeb Project:  www.txrusk.com/ 
      Manager: Gina Heffernan - ginagaleh@yahoo.com 
      TXGenWeb Archives Project:usgwarchives.net/tx/rusk/rusktoc.htm 
      Manager: Gina Heffernan - dala@mindspring.com  
      No recent  additions.  Bible records needed to add to this website.   
      Please share your records—ask Gina Heffernan “how to”  - she will  
      be glad to guide you in your submissions to the Rusk County site. 
 

    Smith County:  
      TXGenWeb Project: www.etgs.org/txsmith/  
      Manager: Frances Grochowski-frankieski@ aol.com 
      TXGenWeb Archives Project:usgwarchives.net.tx/smith/smittoc.htm 
      Manager: Frances Grochowski-frankieski@aol.com 
      No recent additions. How many Bible records do you need on your 
      families?  For a list of Smith County Bible Records,  please go to: 
 

                 http://www.usgwarchives.net/tx/smith/Bible.html.  
 

      Most of the county archive pages for all six of our counties have 
      Bible records.  Find them under the heading : “Family Records” on 
      this page:  http://www.etgs.org/etfrindex.html. Check it out!  

No Photos  
of Your Ancestor? 

 

If you are having trouble finding photos of some of 
your ancestors, try looking for them in the wedding 
photos of their children, grandchildren, cousins, or 
friends. Family weddings are the best source, since 
it’s often possible to deduce who people were simply 
from their position in the photograph. Don’t worry if 
you don’t have any wedding photos—the chances 
are that one of your cousins will. It’s yet another 
reason to look for cousins. ~ Submitted by Beverly Odom, 
from: Ogden Regional Family History Center Newsletter, Feb. 2010. 
 

~.~ 
 
 

Bible Record 
Research Online 

 
Most genealogists know the importance of using a 
family Bible as a primary record source for genealogy 
research to help discover ancestors. Sometimes 
other items are tucked away inside - obituaries, old 
photographs, notes, and other artifacts. You can 
Google “Using Bible Records in Genealogy” or you 
can go direct to these sites to browse for ideas and 
information to aid in your own research: 
 

http://www.biblerecords.com/bibles.html 
http://www.biblerecords.com/ 
http://www.ancestorhunt.com/ 

http://www.genealinks.com/bible.htm 
http://genealogy.about.com/od/bibles/Bible_Records.htm 

http://www.accessgenealogy.com/bible/index.htm 
http://www.wrhs.org/index.php/library/BibleRecordsIndex 

 

Beginning in 1978, ETGS collected many Bible 
records from East Texans whose ancestors came to 
Texas. Most were published in our quarterly, East 
Texas Family Records. Don’t overlook this source.
(Your editor once offered a reward for location and first 
proof and discovered an 1817 Bible record for the family!)  
 

~.~ 
 
 

Donors to the ETGS Book Fund 
Thank You Very Much! 

 

Shirley Ray Kirkley, Jr. and Peggy Kirkley, Tyler 
Debra E. Warren, Tyler 

Mary Jo Whitmill, McKinney, TX 
Tom and Shannon Devine, Houston, TX 

Dottie Corbin, Stephenville, TX 
 

~.~ 
 
 

Don’t Miss Out! 
 

Last reminder to renew your 2010 dues or you will 
miss the next newsletter and the quarterly, East 
Texas Family Records! Please write your check for 
$20. Dues are a bargain and our publications are 
products of an all-volunteer society, working hard for 
your benefit! Send to : ETGS, Attn: Pat Galloway, 
Membership, P. O. Box 6967, Tyler, TX 75711.  
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Officers 
President - James Sellers. - 903-566-8916 - president@etgs.org 
First Vice President - June Everheart - 903-877-4501 - 1stvp@etgs.org 
Second Vice President - Pat Reece Galloway - 903-534-3659 - 2ndvp@etgs.org 
Recording Secretary - Jeanne Sellers - 903-566-8916 - jssellers@hotmail.com 
Corresponding Secretary - Donna Partin -  903-509-2346 corsec@etgs.org 
Treasurer - Caryn Giesler - 903-894-8188 
Editor, The Bulletin - Janice Cox Brown - 903-533-9282 - bulletin@etgs.org 
Editor, East Texas Family Records - Scott Fitzgerald - 903-539-5572 - quarterly@etgs.org 
Director Marketing and Sales - Mary Beth Ramage - 903-597-9902 - marketing@etgs.org 
Computer Interest Director - Rick Featherston - 903-533-9053 - computer@etgs.org 
 
 
Directors  
2010—Janet Finley Cottle - 903-849-5779 
2010—Sue Green - 903-595-5150 
2011—Barbara J. Martin - 903-586-7575 
2011—Frances Bishop Grochowski - 903-849-6608 
2012—Sam Kidd, Jr.- 903-839-8483 
2012—June Laswell - 903-839-7318 
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